Taveira’s Library:
A Selected Blbhography |

This is not an article about Tomds Taveira, This is a peek into an
architect’s library, interests and practices. Rather than writing
a critical essay about his work, or the moral considerations of

his behaviour, what follows is a personal solicitation, a selected

bibliography and a brief biographical sketch that depicts read-
ing preferences as a ground from which a knowledge project

can be acceded.

Joana Rafael &
Giovanni Piovene
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Tomés Cardoso Taveira is a Portuguese architect who has
worked on projects in Portugal, Brazil, Angola, Senegal, Sdo
Tomé and Principe, and Cape Verde. He is a graduate of
the Lisbon School of Fine Arts and the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology. After starting his practice at Teoténio
Pereira’s office, and a year later at Conceigdo Silva’s, he was
appointed tutor at the School of Lisbon in 1971. He be-
came chair in 1974, the year Salazar’s dictatorship ended.
After traveling and living in England and the States, Tomds
Taveira introduced a new language into the institutional
architecture of the new democratic state of Portugal. His
buildings are happy, coloured, well-proportioned and huge
— the landmarks of power in the Portuguese capital.

Lisbon, like the city par excellence, sits on seven hills. It was
once the centre of a large and prosperous empire and the
site of a momentous event that marked a historical change
in enlightenment thinking. This event, a cataclysm of na-
ture and of purely Earth-bound causality, prompted debates
across Furope that affected humanity in general and in
particular the theistic moral interpretations of disaster as
a consequence of sin. The event yielded the distinction be-

rween natural and moral evils.

Atop one of the city’s seven hills stands Tomas Taveira's
Amoreiras tower complex (1980-1986). The complex is
comprised of four mixed-use buildings containing offices,
apartments and Portugal’s first mall. Floor X of tower X

houses the architect’s office and library.
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Being a cinerna obsessive and author of a facetious remake

of Andy Warhol's famous “Chelsea Girls” (shot in London
instead of New York’s homonymous neighborhood), Tomds
Taveira has often conceived his buildings as film sets. For
the Portugal of the 90s, some of Taveira's films were the
focus of several socially uncomfortable debates on the in-
tersection between architecture and moralism. Those who
were critical of Taveira tended to regress to a pathetic con-
flation of natural and moral evil. We bring his library, the
background of one of his films into the foreground. The

aim of this work is to portray Taveira's intellectual curiosity.
In bookshelves we discern not just reading preferences but

a systematic organization; often coherent ground on which

a personal and quirky rational knowledge project is built.
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Caro ProZessor Arguitsctc Tomds Taveira,

Sou uma arquitecta, candidata a deutoramentc na Universidade
de Goldsmith, Londres que contribui regularmente para diversas
revistas e publicagdes na area de arquitectura,

Foi-me pedido, recentemente, a apresentacac de um arguiteczc
portugués com, entre cutras premisas, obra e reconhecimento
significante, pelo que gostaria de pedir a sua colaboracao.
Esta cclaboracéc conta com a apresentacdo de uma lista des
livros, ou de 30 a 40 livros, gue possui na sua biblioteca
pessozl, E & motivado, obviamente, ideia de que livros nao sdo
objectos isoclados mas parte de um sistema de relagdes e co-
relagdes a que nos apolamos como mecanismo de compreensio e,
cuia escolha é indicativa da nossa curiosidade intellectuail.

A apresentacgdo, artigo que tenciono desenvelver é de co-auto-
ria com o arguitecto Giovanni Piovene, um amigo itaiiano com
quen estou também a deserveolver um projecto de investigacio

e arguive que compreende a biblicteca de uma séria de argui-
tectos entre os guals estava J& previsto incluir a sua. Por
este motive, o artigo comopresnderia portanto apenas desenhos
azcnometrices de algumas das suas obras — que estamos J4 a

desenvolver — e, a sua biblioteca pessoal.

ABtenciosamente,

Joana Rafael

Cara Jcana,

Al val o que me tinka pedido, esperc que sirva.

Se precisar de mais alguma ccisa disponha.

Cumprimentos,

Tomas Taveira
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Dear Professor Tomas Taveira,

[ am an architect and Phd candidate at Goldsmiths, Uni-
versity of London, developing, together with my colleague
Giovanni Piovene, a research project and archive of a
series of architects among whom we would like to include
you. This would comiprise a brief description of your prac-
tices and the presentation of a list of 30-40 books from

your personal library.

The archive is motivated by the idea that books are not
isolated objects but part of a system of relations and co-
relations in which we support as mechanism for experi-
encing and understanding; and whose choice is indicative

of our intellectual curiosity, often quirky rationale.

Yours sincerely,

Joana Rafael

Dear Joana,

Here is what you asked of me, I hope it serves.
If you need anything else, let me know.

Regards,
Tomas Taveira
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